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NATIONAL GRID’S REQUEST 
FOR PROTECTIVE TREATMENT OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

 
 National Grid1 hereby requests that the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 

(PUC) provide confidential treatment and grant protection from public disclosure of 

certain confidential, competitively sensitive, and proprietary information submitted in 

this proceeding, as permitted by PUC Rule 1.2(g) and R.I.G.L. § 38-2-2(4)(B).  National 

Grid also hereby requests that, pending entry of that finding, the PUC preliminarily grant 

National Grid’s request for confidential treatment pursuant to Rule 1.2 (g)(2). 

 

I. BACKGROUND  

On October 21, 2015, National Grid filed with the PUC a supplemental response 

to the Division of Public Utilities and Carriers (Division) Data Request 1-3, which the 

Company had initially filed on October 8, 2015 in this docket.  A Motion for Protective 

Treatment of the information contained in the un-redacted version of the response to 

Division Data Request 1-3 is currently pending with the PUC.  Division Data Request 1-

3 (c) requests a copy of the Asset Management and Gas Supply Agreement (AMA) that 

was executed with the winning bidder in the Requests for Proposals issued by the 
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Company for the East-to-West capacity.  In its supplemental response to Division Data 

Requests 1-3 (c), the Company is providing redacted and un-redacted versions of the 

executed AMA identified as Attachment DIV 1-3(c).  The AMA contains confidential 

and commercially sensitive pricing and other terms.  Therefore, National Grid requests 

that the PUC give the information contained in the un-redacted version of the AMA 

identified as Attachment DIV 1-3(c) confidential treatment pursuant to Rule 1.2(g)(2). 

 

II. LEGAL STANDARD  

 The Commission’s Rule 1.2(g) provides that access to public records shall be 

granted in accordance with the Access to Public Records Act (APRA), R.I.G.L. §38-2-1, 

et seq.  Under APRA, all documents and materials submitted in connection with the 

transaction of official business by an agency is deemed to be a “public record,” unless the 

information contained in such documents and materials falls within one of the exceptions 

specifically identified in R.I.G.L. §38-2-2(4).  Therefore, to the extent that information 

provided to the PUC falls within one of the designated exceptions to the public records 

law, the PUC has the authority under the terms of APRA to deem such information to be 

confidential and to protect that information from public disclosure. 

In that regard, R.I.G.L. §38-2-2(4)(B) provides that the following types of records 

shall not be deemed public:  

Trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a 
person, firm, or corporation which is of a privileged or confidential nature. 

 

                                                                                                                                                 
1 The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a National Grid (National Grid or Company). 
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The Rhode Island Supreme Court has held that this confidential information 

exemption applies where disclosure of information would be likely either (1) to impair 

the Government’s ability to obtain necessary information in the future; or (2) to cause 

substantial harm to the competitive position of the person from whom the information 

was obtained.  Providence Journal Company v. Convention Center Authority, 774 A.2d 

40 (R.I.2001).   

The first prong of the test is satisfied when information is voluntarily provided to 

the governmental agency and that information is of a kind that would customarily not be 

released to the public by the person from whom it was obtained.  Providence Journal, 774 

A.2d at 47.   

 

III. BASIS FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

The information contained in the un-redacted version of the AMA identified as 

Attachment DIV 1-3(c) contains confidential and commercially sensitive pricing and 

other terms.  National Grid is providing the un-redacted version of Attachment DIV 1-

3(c) to the PUC and the Division on a voluntary basis to assist the PUC with its decision-

making in this proceeding.  Disclosure of this information would impact the competitive 

position of these parties in the marketplace.  

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Accordingly, the Company requests that the PUC grant protective treatment to the 

un-redacted version of Attachment DIV 1-3(c). 
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WHEREFORE, the Company respectfully requests that the PUC grant 

its Motion for Protective Treatment as stated herein.  

 

Respectfully submitted,   

 NATIONAL GRID 

 
By its attorney, 
 

 

_______________________________________ 
Jennifer Brooks Hutchinson, Esq. (RI Bar #6176) 

     National Grid 
     280 Melrose Street 
     Providence, RI 02907 
     (401) 784-7288 
 
 
 
Dated: October 21, 2015 
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Issued on September 18, 2015 

   
 

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Elizabeth D. Arangio 

Redacted 
Supplemental 
Division 1-3 

 
Request: 

 
Re: Witness Arangio’s Direct Testimony at page 10, lines 7 through 13, for the East-to-West 
capacity, please provide:  

 
a. A complete copy of the Request for Proposal (“RFP”) issued August 14, 2015;   

 
b. A list of the companies that submitted bids in response to the RFP.   

 
c. A complete copy of the Asset Management and Gas Supply Agreement (“AMA”) 

effective November 1, 2015;  
 

d. The basis for the Company’s selection of Shell Energy North America as the winning 
bidder.   

 
Response: 
 

a. Please see Attachment DIV 1-3 (a) for the RFP issued on August 14, 2015. 
 

b. Bids were submitted to the Company by Repsol Energy North America, BP Canada 
Energy Group ULC, Emera Energy, EDF Trading North America LLC and Shell Energy 
North America U.S., L.P. 
 

c. Please see Attachment DIV 1-3 (c) for an executed copy of the Asset Management and 
Gas Supply Agreement (“AMA”) to be effective November 1, 2015. 
 

d. The Company expects to receive $365,000.00 over the term of the AMA Agreement.  
Please see 4576 Attachment DIV 1-3 (d) for the analysis in support of selecting Shell 
Energy North America U.S., L.P. as the winning bidder.  
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